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Introduction

The Pocomoke River and its tributaries possess unique natural and
scenic resources that are unequaled by those of any other river onthe
Eastern Shore of Maryland. This uniqueness led to the designation of
the river and its tributaries as initial components of the Maryland
Scenic and Wild Rivers systemin 1971. Pursuant to sections 763-765
of Article 66¢ cumulative supplement (now Natural Resources Code
Sections 8-401 et. seg) the Secretary of Natural Resources is
required to formulate and implement a program that will provide for the
wise management of the resources on the land and the preservation
of the scenic, agricultural, and wild qualities for all State designated
scenic and wild rivers.

Act for the Pocomoke River. It provides a holistic approach to river
management where future development will be carried out in a
planned and orderly fashion and all forms of activity and land use will
be compatible with the Scenic and Wild River designation. Plan
preparation includes some integration of county comprehensive plans
and coordination, whenever possible, with all affected agencies and
organizations. Plan emphasis is upon maintaining the river and its
immediate enviroment in its existing condition except where there are
water quality problems which adversely impact the scenic and
recreational appeal of the river, or adverse visual impacts. Plan
implementation is dependent primarily upon the local governing
bodies of the counties through which the river flows.

In section one the river corridor is reviewed as one complete scenic
unit, but because of a broad variation in the scenic and wild character
of the Pocomoke River area the second section of the plan analyzes
the river by segments as well. The Department of Natural Resources
realizes that drainage problems exist in the upper Poccomoke basin. It
is not the intention of the Scenic and Wild Rivers' Program to preclude
such activities which are designed to alleviate these problems but to
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This planis intended to promulgate the State’s Scenic and Wild Riv'érs .

mitigate, as far as possible, any severe adverse effects that _this
activity might have, now and in the future, upon the scenic qualities
of the river. To accomplish this, a long range plan for drainage and
maintenance of the Pocomoke river has been developed by the
U.S.Department of Agriculture’s Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in
cooperation with various agencies of the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources and the Scenic Rivers Program. The plan includes
recommendations for the management of the scenic resources of the
Pocomoke River as part of an overall comprehensive management
program.
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The recommended plan for the management of the Pocomoke River's
scenic resources was derived from three rather broad goals:

To preserve the outstanding resources of
the Pocomoke River in their existing condition;

To prevent and/or mitigate detrimental
influences on the river system; and

To provide educational and recreational
opportunities within the river basin.

Based upon the above goals, the analysis of the resources (Section|
of this plan) and resource use (Section ll), the Department of Natural
Resources and the Pocomoke Scenic River Advisory Board have
formulated policies and management strategies for the scenic re-
sources of the Pocomoke River.
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“When on some gilded cloud or flower
My gazing soul would dwell an hour,
And in those weaker glories spy
Some shadows of eternity...”

Henry Vaughan




L[ DNR |

Environmental Resources
Scenic and Wild River

Curving softly through relatively flat terrain, past open farmland, cities,
small towns and villages, through densely wooded swamps where at
low tide grotesque cypress knees peep from murky dark waters and
wildlife abounds, then bending and breaking sharply before its
entrance into the Sound (a broad expanse of water that empties into
the Chesapeake Bay) flows the wild and scenic Pocomoke.

This river, of all the rivers that drain into the Chesapeake Bay, looms
large as a unique, mysterious and beautiful waterway. The eerie “dark
waters” from which the river gets its name “Pocomoke” (an Indian
word meaning black water ), the stands of bald cypress, and the
unique flora and fauna give the Pocomoke a quality unlike any other
Maryland river.

Rising in the “Great Cypress Swamp” on the State lines of Maryland
and Delaware the mysterious dark waters of the Pocomoke once
flowed through an almost impenetrable wilderness where run-away
slaves, bootleggers and smugglers once found haven from the law.
Now, due to man's encroachment, the swamp occupies only a narrow
strip of land along the river and its tributaries. However, parts of this
swamp have not been changed significantly, and these areas, mostly
along the tidal part of the river, are undoubtedly much like the original
forest (Mansueti, 1953). This original forest and the “Great Cypress
Swamp” is much like the Dismal Swamp of Virginia in physical
characteristics and is the most northern of extensive southern cy-
press swamps according to Beaven and Oosting (1939). The swamp
borders both sides of the river, varying in width from 0.5 miles to nearly
two miles wide, and extends five miles into Delaware.

The river watershed is located in the Maryland counties of Worcester,
Wicomico and Somerset, the Delaware county of Sussex,and the
Virginea county of Accomack. The river flows a distance of about forty-
nine miles in Maryland before reaching the Pocomoke Sound. The
lower part of the river is brackish and is bordered by a salt marsh that
extends several miles upstream to where the swamp begins near
Rehobeth. Above Rehobeth, the wooded swamp is continous except
where the wide bendsin the river bringit to the margin of the flood plain
bordered in places by low, pine-wooded bluffs.

The Pocomoke is believed to be the deepestriver in the United States
for its width. The uniform width below Snow Hill is 400 feet with an
average depth of 15 feet and a range of 7 to 29 feet (Mansuetti, 1953).
The two longest tributaries are Nassawango Creek (19.6 miles) and
Dividing Creek (10.6 miles).

In Maryland the Pocomoke River has been channelized from the
Delaware line to approximately one mile below Whiton Crossing. This
area is scenic, but channelization is evident. There are, however,
several ox-bow cut-offs of the old river meander that are high in natural
and scenic value. The scenic character of the river changes at the end
of the channel and becomes more wilderness-like in nature. Several
swampy islands break up the river below the channel and dense
forests along the water's edge leave no earth at all visible at high tide.
Cypress knees hover, like small creatures, over the river banks at all
but high tides and the forest seems to come alive with wildlife.

Civilization appears upon reaching the town of Snow Hill. Nassa-
wango Creek meanders into the river just below the town. Several
houses, Pocomoke River State Forest, which includes the two State
Park areas (Shad and Milburn Landing) and Cellar House (historical
site) are visible from the river before reaching Pocomoke City.
Winding sluggishly in from the north are the black waters of Dividing
Creek. Upon reaching Pocomoke City the wilderness is completely
shattered and civilization is broughtinto sharp focus as abridge, arow
of wharves and sheds come into view.

Ten miles on, as the river winds, passing through wooded swamps and
fastland, around a “big bend” it comes to the tidy little village of
Rehobeth with Cypress Swamp to the south. Below the village the
river flows again in wide sweeps through salt marshes and farmland to
a low shelf of dry land on which stands the picturesquely neat little
hamlet known as Shelltown. The State’s biggest and most renowned
cypress tree stands in the river at Beverly, an historical site between
Rehobeth and Shelltown. From Shelltown, the river flows into the
Sound at a left angle and in the pool thus formed lie the infamous
“Muds” of the Pocomoke. These muds were caused by centuries of
farming under innocent but wateful soil practices, plus thousands of
years of natural erosion, where eroded materials were carried down-
stream and deposited at the mouth of the river. The Sound is a broad
expanse of water that stretches westward for fourteen miles before
emptying into the Chesapeake Bay.
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